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To the Reader. 

the Devil, and all his works. 4, A 
| * The ſign of the Croſs. 6, Exor- 

ciſims. 7. Brea 


mouth. . Touching the Childs noſe and ears with Spittle. - 10. Un- 
ion with Oyl. 11. Laying the Priefts hands on the child to bleſs 
it. 12, Abſtenence from wine and fleſh. Theſe be makes Ceremonies 


neceſſary befere Baptiſm . . «At Baptiſm, 13. 15. The Cones ; 


name to ike perſon baptized. 14. Sureties. b Conſecra 

tion of the water. 16. Dipping thrice. That it be at 
Eaſter or Whitſontide. Afrer Bapts/m be * 2 18. An 
holy kiſs.” 19. An anointing the crown of the head with Oyl. 
_ Putting a lighted Wax - candle into the baptized perſons hands, 
tand upon him or her a white garment, 22. Giving the 
rc baptized Milk, Honey, or Wine. How vain doth man be- 
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tations from the Pulpit, to the prople ty whom, God had ar tha 
time for me is relation. * Lately 1 Ol upon wy Hot, wed reviſit 
them, adding ſome things my matarer judgment Diſcourſing ' 
t hem privately, I was. deſired. by a firſt, and 4 — who 
heard me, to give them the Copies of them, they being perſons 
whoſe Piety and ts I bad reaſon to value. I thought they 
wight alſo be uſeful to others , and reſolved to give them both to 
thew and others from * oy" — ＋ of ti 5 2 I 
would er, and or; which if I obtain, I ſhall gain 
wy _ u. * 


Firſt, That thoſe Parents into whoſe hands it ſhall cqme, and 
to whom God ſhall hereafter give Children, which they ſhall offer 
to God in Baptiſm, would as ſadly reflef# upon their former per- 
ormance of their duties in this grave and moſt ſolemn 
action, and their neglects in minding their children when they have 
come to years, of this dedication, of the ſolemn Oatłꝶ to God , 
in whi 1 engaged them, and call apon them to remember it to 
falfil it : ſo that they wonld be more grave and ſerious in thoſe 
actions for the time to come, and not make Chriſtnings ( as they 
call them) meerly times for Compotations, 3 hr friends, 


and banquets. 1 did not think it neceſſary , but 1 bleſs God, this 
Ordinance bad always that awe upon me, that I chuſe to baptize 
my Children on the Lords- days in the publick Congregation, ad 
with very little company _— from the houſe to the Congre- 
gation , thinking in that action I bad ſomething elſe to do t 

to entertain my friends with ordinary diſcourſes. 


Secondly , That all perſons baptized may from hence be in- 
ſtructed, how uſeful their Baptiſm may be to them, if the fault 
be not in themſelves, though it doth not actually juſtifie, and waſn 
away Original ſin (which I durſt not aſſert). By this ſhort diſ 
courſe, Reader, thou mayeſt ( if 1 miſtake not ) caſily underſtand 
the nature of Baptiſm, and of thy engagement to God : 
Baptiſm z erer 10 
under which thou baſt been brought , and which, it may be, hath 
hen dead by thee many years, becanſe then knoweſt not how to 
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ROM. VI. 3, 4. 


Know you not , that ſo many of us as were baptized into 
Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his Death : | 
Therefore we are buried with him by Baptiſm into Death, &c. 


HE great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in this Epiftle, 
hath been vindicating the ſame bleſſed Doctrine, 
concerning the 7uſtification of the Soul before God 
by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt (which Chap.4. v. 6. 
he calleth an imputing of righteouſneſs without 
works ) received by faith, which we are at this 

day contending for: A Doctrine which Luther was wont to call, 

The Article of a ſtanding or falling Church: A Church keeping, or 

— * purity and integrity, as it upholds, or loſeth this great 

truth. Of which we may ſay, as one of the Ancients — 
that Text, 1 Tim. 1. 15. 1t i 4 faithful Jojing, and verthy of 

acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, 

We could better want the Sun in the firmament, than this great 


* holy Writ. Or as David ſaid of the Sword of Goliab, Y. Lutheri K. 
if none to it; Without which it is impoſſible to relieve a ſoul piſt. 44 Eremi- 
in a diſtreſs of Conſcience, and under the violence of a temptation, . in Sculteri 


as Zather rightly judged upon his reſtoring of this great point in 


Germany, in the beginning of that Reformation, of which God made 117. 


him ſo bleſſed an inftrument. This is that great Dofbrine which 
made St. Paul profeſs, Chap, 1, v. 16. that notwithſtanding all 
the oppoſition the Jem made to it, notwithſtanding all their {coffs 
and drollerics, be was net aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is 
the power of God io ſalvation to every one that believeth, to the Jew 
* aud, alſo ta the Greek: For (v. 17.) therein the righteonſneſs of 


God i revealed from faith to faith; and conformable to the Do- 
ctrine of the Old Teſtament (the New Teſtament being, as A- 
guſline called it, the Revelation of the Old, as the Old was Occnt- 


tains 


in am 


tatio novi, the New Teſtament in a Myſtery), for it was writ 
there, Hab 2. 4. The juſt live by faith. That text, R ow. 1. 
17. Luther tells us infinitely him, he was miſerably tor- 
tured to underſtand how the righteouſneſs of God ſhould be revealed 
from faith to faith; for till he dream'd (having been all his life- 
time before a Papiſt) of a- righteouſneſs of his on; but at laſt he 
began to conceive that tbe Fighreouſneſs of God might ſignifie in a 
paſſive ſenſe, not a righteouſneſs in which a man ſhould. walk be- 
fore, and towards God, but the righteouſneſs wherein a man ſhould 
—_—_— God as righteous ; as the of God, and the wi 

of God, in ſome Texts fignifieth that power by which God 
maketh us ſtrong, and that wiſdow by which God maketh us 
wiſe, Now as Gife and immortality, ſo this righteouſneſs was not 
firſt diſcovered, but brought to light by the Goſpel, fully and 
Fam quanto o- Clearly there manifeſted, When Luther apprehended this, he 
dio vocabulum. tells us the Goſpel looked upon him with quite another face. 
Fuſtitia Dei Nom, ſaith he, look, bow much 1 before bated that word, The righte- 
oderam ee: eſaeſi of God, ſo much now I loved that moſt ſweet word, and that 
Hunts Amore place of St. Paul was to me the ate of Heaven, This Doctrine 
ſtud vocaba- was but darkly revealed in the Old Teſtament in types and prophe- 
Lun cxtolebam, £365, and dark, ſayings ; but in the Goſpel it is fully revealed, viz. 
ita mibi iſte lo- That the righteouſneſs by which 4 ſoul in juſtified, and by which it 
cus Pauli fuit wuſt ſtand righteous before God, us not a righteouſneſs of Works , 
vere Porta pa- neither an * of the law contained in Ordinances, which law u 
radiſi, Luth. periſhed , nor yet our obedience ro the Moral Law, whether by work; 
Nena. t. 1. op. done before, or after converſion; but the rizhteouſneſs of Jeſus (bri 
in præfat. on Gods part imputed to us without works, on our part received 
faith, as it is expounded. Phil. 3. 10. and in ſeveral other places 
of the New Teſtament. The Apoſtle having laid down this Pro- 
poſition in Chap. 1. v. 16, 17. he confirmeth it by a very great 
variety of argument in the remaining part of the firſt Chapter, 
and in Chap. 2, 3, 4, 5» In the firſt and ſecond Chapters he proveth 
it by an / on : It works will juſtifie any, they mult either be 
the works of the FHeathens, or the works of the Jews. As to the 
firſt, he proveth that the works of the Heathens could not, for 
they were abominable, ſuch as the wrath of God was revealed 
22 of angodlineſ: and unrig hecouſueſi. Chap. 2. He proveth 
that the works of the Jem could not, for they were 


imper ſect, 
and they reſted in ſome rituals, and external = 
could never juſtific a foul; In the third and fourth he 
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' vproveth it as by other arguments, ſo from the inſtances of Abra 
SI David ; the ſame way that eAbraham the Father of the 
faithful was juſtified, the fame way mult all belicv;rs (his children) 
de juſtified z and the ſame way that David was juſ ifi:d, the ſame 
-way alſo muſt we be juſtified ; but Abraham and David were both 
juſtified by aa impated righteouſneſs. In the fifth Chapter he ar- 
uveth from the — fruits which flow from juſtification by faith. 
a that Chapter, v. 20 he had (aid, But where ſin abounded, grace 
did much more abound. The wiſe Apoſtle foreſaw there would 
be that very clamorous objeQion made, which we hear now made 
againſt this excellent Dottrine of the Goſpel, viz. That it openeth 
4 door to licentionſneſs, deſtroyeth any obligation to good works, 
giveth alicenſe to ſin, &c. He therefore in this Chapter obviateth 
this filly, or malicious cavil, What ſhall we ſay then ( faith he)? 
hall we centinus in ſin, that grace may bound? May we then neg- 
le any 2 works, becaule we are not juſtified by works, but 
by the aboundings of grace freely imputing the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt to us? 

1. He aver ſateth this, and rejects ſuch a notion with utmoſt 
abhorrence and deteſtation. God forbid (faith he) far be it from us 
to aſſert any ſuch thing, or to lay down any poſition from whence + 
«ny ſuch thing can be reaſonably concluded. Then he proceeds 
to prove, that there can be no ſuch concluſion drawn from his 
premiſes ; For (ſaith he) how ſhall they who are dead to ſin, live any 
longer therein ? The ſtrength of the Argument ſyeth in this Hy- 
potheſis, That God at the ſame time that he diſchargeth the foul 
from the guilt of ſin, and the obligation to death, under which 
fin layeth it, doth allo renew and ſanctiſie the heart, and de- 
ſtroyeth the Souls —_ and love. to ſin ;, ſo that fin hath no 
| ger a power and dominion over the Soul: and look as for a 
dead man to live, is a comtradittion;, ſo it is no leſſer contradittion > 
or a juſfied ſoul to live in fin; every ju/lified ſoul hath an heart a 
dead to ſin, and fo cannot any longer live therein z he may be 
overtaken with faults z he doth fin ſeven times in a day ; and who 
knoweth how often te offendeth? But he ſinneth not as other 
men z he cannot live in fin, - much lels take an encouragement to 
fin from the grace of God abounding 'ttowarcs his foul for the 
juſtification of it. 

2. In the Text which | have a to oy he _ it from 
our Bapts/m, Know you not ( faith he) that ſo wany of us 4s are 

proj # B "baptized 


baptized into Chriſt, are baptized into bis Death ? Therefore we 
* buried with bim by baptiſm into death. In the words you 
. Daves 

1. A Preface, Know you not Which confirms the following 
Propoſition, as a Propoſition of undoubted truth, and great Eui- 
dence , ſuch as all good Chriſtians muſt be ſuppoſed to kyow ; and 
it were ſtrange if any underftanding Chriſtian ſhould be ignorant 
of ſo evident F truth, p 4 

2. A Propoſution, in thoſe words, So of u 4s are baptize 
into Chrifh, are baptized into bis Death. 2 | _ 

3. Here is the proof of this Propoſition, or (if you had rather 
call it ſo) an Inference upon this Propoſition, We are therefore bu- 
ried with bins by Baptiſm into death. What is neceſſary for the Ex- 
plication of the words, you (hall have in the Explication of the 
Propoſition ; which for the advantage of your memories, I ſhall 
deliver you in the words of the Text. 


Prop. So many of us 4s are baptized into Chriſt, are baptized 
into his death, and buried with lum by baptsm into Sa 


The Propoſition will only require Explication and Application. 
In the firſt I have theſe Queſtions ( which, all of them have 
their difficulty) to open to you. 


Queſt. 1. What this is to be baptized into ( hriſt ? 

Queſt, 2. What t is to be baptized into the death of Chriſt ? and 
in what ſenſe thoſe who are baptized, are baptized into the 
death of Chriſt? . + 

Queſt. 3. How we are buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm into death i 


Queſt, 1. What « this to be baptized into (briſt ? 
I do not think that this is to be expounded by being haptixed ac 
cording to the true form of Baptiſm, In the name of the Father the 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, I can cally allow that to be comprehended 


in this phraſe, but I can by no means allow it to exhauſt the full 
ſenſe of it; for I cannot underſtand how in that ſenſe a perſon 
bapt ized, can be ſaid to be more baptized into Chrs , than into the 
Father or the Holy Ghoſt, iis eic muſt certainly be more than 
iis dre x57. Ambroſe is (1 think) alittle critical, when to juſtiſie 
this reſtriction of ſenſe againſt the aforementioned obvious ob- 


jection, 


» — 


The Improvableneſ; of Water-Bay? 
jeQion , he tells us, That in the name Chriſt, is not only to be un- 
derſtood that perſon whom the name denotes ( viz. the ſecond 
perſon in the Trinity), but the other two perſons, qui mitrit, he 
who ſends, who is the Father; and qui «ngit, he who annointerh, 
who (faith he) is the Spirit, the third perſon in the bleſſed Tri- 
nity. 

2. We often meet with phraſesmuch a-kin to this in holy Writ, 
int J dvbt, in the name of Feſns Chriſt, acts 2. 38. In the name, 
bus 13 Sefa, of the Lord Jeſus \ in the name of Paul, its 1) broy Nadne, Acts 8. 16. 

1 Cor, 1. 13. 3 Ir Macuy, into Moſes, 1 Cor. 10. 3. We are bap- 
tized into one body, bis iy ofun; 1 Cor. 12, 13. Into ( briſt, Gal. 3. 
27. ( the only text in Scripture fully parallel to this), Into the 
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, Mat. 28, 19. We 
tranſlate it ¶ in] in the Greek, it is {157 %. The phrale, as it 
lyes before us, may ſignifie ſeveral things. ; 

1. The term of the Action So we may be ſaid to be baptized Aur termi. 
into Chriſt, 1. A, we are baptized into the Goſpel of Chriſt : aum. ; 
thus Origen, We are not baptized into the Law, but into Chriſt; 
not into the Doctrine of 7uſtification by works, but by faith in 
Chriſt, Chriſt is ſo much the ſubſtance of the Goſpel, that his 
name is ſometimes put for the Goſpel : ſo we preach Chrif, i. e. 
the Goſpel of Chriſt The Fews were baptized into Moſes, into 
the Claua and the Se, 1 (or. 10. 3. We are baptized — — 3 
they ſignified 4 Chriſt to come ; you are baptixed into a Chriſt al. 
ready come, who hath died for your ſins, into a Doctrine that ſo 
2 Into the profeſſion of the Goſpel Paul tells the 

2, ys to ft eſſen of t 0 ant tells t 
believers at Epheſus, that Jobn baptized with the baptiſm of R#. 
pentence, that they ſhould believe on him who ſhould come after him, Acts 19, 3. 
that is, on Chriſt Jeſus : but now we are baptized into Chriſt, and 
into the Bapts/w of ( briſty That we ſhould believe on him who is 
come, who hath died for our ſins, and riſen again for our juſtifica- 
tion: We are baptized into the profeſſion of this faith. 

. Or thirdly, Ino Chriſt, that is, into the myſtical body of — 
thus Parews: and Eſtiau, into the number of viſible Saints, viſible i» populun Dei 
Profeſſors, &t. And thus it excellently agreeth with that of our adopramur. 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 12. 13. By the Spirit we are baptized into one Pareus. 


* The phraſe (ſecondly) ran og nature of the Att of 
Baptiſm : and ſo two things * — it. ** 
2 1, 
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1. That in Baptiſm we are dedicated, amd given up to the Lord 


f Regno, & gre. Feſus Chriſt : By Baptiſm (faith Efjws) we give up our Names to 
if ibins aſignari. Chriſt : We are aſſigned over to the Grace and Kingdom of Chriit; 


This is the very nature of Baptiſm, to giveup, and aſſign the bap- 
tized perſon to the ſervice of Chriſt... 

2. Nay there is not only in Baptiſm a dedication of the Soul to- 
Chriſt, to his Kingdom and Grace; but there d an mitiation of 
the ſoul, and a ſolemn ad ſtriction, and binding ever of the ſoul to the 
ſervice and ebedzence of the Lord Jeſus (briſt. There is 8 vow, and 
a Covenant in Baptiſm, as Circumciſion of old was the Lordi Ce- 
venant, the ſign and ſymbol of his Covenant with the Jewiſh Chil” * 
dren; ſo Baptiſm is the Lords Coen ant with Children under t 
Goſpel. The foul of abe Baptized per ſon is not only given up unto: 
the Lord,but it is bound over toChriſt,and entereth a Covenant with 
him; and as the Married woman upon her Marriage covenants: 
with her hugband, and loſeth her own name, and taketh that of her 
husband; ſo the baptized perſon covenanteth with Chriſt, and 
there takes upon it the name of a Chriſtian. Or as Soldiers upon 
taking their Sacramentum ( for that word properly ſignifies the 
Military-Oath taken by Soldiers to their Commander in chief) 
are bound, and obliged by it to tte Obedience of their General; 


ſo the baptized perſon, upon receiving this Sacrament, becomes oh- - It 


liged, and engaged unto Jeſas Chriſt, and is ſworn in nomen impe- 
_— 2 Thus Bucer, Dickson, and Peter Martyr do expound : 
the phraſe. | 

3- The phraſe may ſigniſie the Exterior form of Baptiſm : as to » 
the. Adminiſtration of it, it muſt be in the name of Chriſt ;, ſo 
we are baptized into Chriſt. | 

1. According to the inſtitution of Chriſt, he hath commanded : 
his Miniſters, ſaying, Mat. 28. 19. Go preach andbaptize all N. 
tions, This is mentioned by Ambroſe, eAquinas, Parems, Fuſtinian, 
Chryſeſtome, Bex and P. Martyr. 

2. By a ſolemn invocation of the name of Chriſt. This Bezs in- 
ſiſteth upon, expounding Mar. 28. 19. Then the ſenſe is no more 
than, ſo many of us as were baptized in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ſolemnly invoking the name of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Aga thinks this the whole ſenſe of this text, but 
that I cannot agree ; I ſhall give you my reaſon for it anon. 

4. The phraſe. may import ſomething of the ſignificancy of this 
Otdinance: Every Sacrament is ſignificative, a Sacrament is an 
Out- 
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outward and ſenſible fign. Now what doth Baptifm fignifie ? ſaith 
the Apoſtle, We are baptized into Chriſt, 

1. It is fghwun rei, à ſign of the redemption of our Souls by the 
blood of Chriſt, of that clean water with which he hath promiſed 
to ſprinkle the Souls of his pedple, and which he hath poured out 
for their ſprinkling, even the blood of that Lamb of God; who taketh 
away the ſins of the world; 

2, It is ſighum ſpei, A ſign that our hope alone is in Chyiſt Jeſiu, 
thergbeing no other name under heaven but his by which'we can be Acts 4. 11, 
faurd, nor any ſalvation in any other, Thus Deodate ſeemeth to 
interpret it. | | 

5. The phraſe may fignifie che End of our Baptiſm : If any ask, 
To what purpofe are we and our Children baptized ?- the an- 
ſwer is, We are baptized into Chriſt, to this end, 

1. That we ſhould bear a teſtimony to the_death of Chriſt, and 
hold forth the great truth of the Goſpel to the world, that Feſus Chriſt 
& come into the world to fave ſinners : That he was incafnate, hath 
died, and is riſen again from the dead; that in and through him 
we might have remiſſion, and forgiveneſs of ſins through his 
blood, | 

2, That we might bear witneſs that he is the alone objelt of our 
hopes, that we reſt upon him, and him alone for eternal life and 

' ſalvation : This is the very end why we are baptized, 

3- That we might grow up in him: ſo Beza and Hemingins. We 
are by baptiſm, as it were implanted, and ingrafted into Chriſt, 
and as the end of the implantation, and ingrafting of a cien into 
a ſtock, or of a plant in any ſoil, is that it might grow up in that 
foil, or if that ſtock : So the end for which we are baptized into 
Chriſt, is, that we might grow up in Chriſt. 

6. The phraſe may be underſtood to fignifie the fruit of Bap- 
ts/m;, leſt any ſhould ſay, What good is there of this Sacrament ? 
or what availeth Baptiſm ? ſaith the Apoſtle, Mi are baptized in- 
to Chriſt, This is the fruit of Baptiſm , the Baptized perſon hath 
an intereſt and relation given him to Chriſt, and is become a mem 
ber of Chriſt z Sacramentally ſo : Really ſo. All baptized per- X 
ſons have a real relation to the Church, whoſe head is Chriſt, 

7. But laſtly, This phraſe may be ungerſtood to "denote the 
Perfection of | Baptiſm: As the Apoſtle diltinguiſheth of Greumci- 
fron, Rom. 2.26, 27, 29. telling us, there is —— — the 
letter, and of the fleſhy and there is a cironmesſron of t an 
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the ſpirit : So we muſt diſtinguiſh of Baptiſen; there is a haptiſ of 
Water, and there is a baptiſ with tho Holy Ghoſt : Tech 
tiſm of the letter, and upon the fleſh; and there is a baptiſm in t 
heart, and the ſpirit. Now this latter is the Baptiſm into Chriſt , 
the other is in the name of (hriſt; but this moſt properly into Chriſt, 
it ſignifieth that we paſs into Chriſt, ſaith P. Martyr. So, as I think, 
there is ſome difference, and that a great one, betwixt the phraſe 
uſed here, and Gal. 3. 27. Baptizing into Chriſt; and that uſed 
in many other Scriptures, of being baptized in the name of ( hriſt. 
| will ſhortly offer you my reaſon for my opinion, as to this phraſe, 
ſignifying thus much. * 

+- In the firſt place the Apoſtles phraſe ſeems to me, to reſtrain 
the ſubjelt of the Propoſition : He doth not ſay l of us were bap- 
tized into Chriſt, and io into his death; but 4s many of u, 4s were 
baptized into Chriſt, were baptized into his death: As much as to 
lay, Many are baptized in the name of Chriſt; but ſome of us have 
not only been baptized in the. name of Chriſt, according to the 
ſorm he hath preſcribed, with ſolemn invocation of his name; but 
we have upon our baptiſm, truly believing, been ingraſted into 
Chriſt, and united to him. Now ſo many of us as have been thus, 
not only been formally,but really baptized into Chriſt, having with 
the ſign received the thing ſignified, are baptized into his death. 

2. Again, Obſerve the Predicate, As many of as ( ſaith the A- 
poſtle) as are baptized into Chriſt, are baptized into bis death, I 
am aware that that phraſe may be interpreted, and is by ſome (as 
I ſhall ſhew you more by and by) into the ſign and ſymbol of bis 
death ; but I do not take that interpretation to be compr-henfive 
of the full of what that phraſe importeth. I think it is interpreted, 
v. 6. Knowing that our old man is crucified with him, that the body 
of ſin may be deſtreyed : which cannot be underſtood of all bs 
tied perſons, but ſuch only as are baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
or according to the phraſe of this text, Baptized into Chriſt, 

3. This phraſe is but once more found in Scripture, Gal. 3.27. 
where you have another predicate affixed to the ſubjeli of this Pro- 

ition There it is, As many of you 4s have been baptized into 

iſt, have put on Chriſt, Now what it is to pat on Chriſt, the 
Apoſtle telleth yo 13. 14. But put you on the Lord Yeſus 
Pc ſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts there. 


Chraſt, and 
of, Eph. 4:24. You, read ofputting on the new. man ſo Col. 3. 10. 
Now all that are baptized, cannot be ſaid to have put cy 

Many 
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Many of them make proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts there 
of : Many of them have not put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteouſneſs and bolineſs. 

For thele reaſons I do think, that to be baptized into Chriſt, ſig- 
nifieth more than to be baptized in the name of the Father, Son aud 
Holy Ghoſt. 1 conclude then my diſcourſe in anſwer to this Que- 
ſtion, thus. 

1. There is an external imperſect Baptiſm, whereby, and where- 
in perſons are waſhed with warer as a Religious rite, in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, with invocation on the name of 
Chrift. Thoſe who are thus baptized, are baptized into the Goſpel- 
Doctrine, and the profeſſion of it; into that one body of which Chriſt X 
is the Head; they are dedicated to Chriſt, and make a covenant with 
him. They receive their Baptifm as a ſign, that Chrift the Saviour 
ol the World is come, hath died and riſen again, and that their on 
hope for ſalvation is in and through him they are baptized fo 
this very end and purpole, that they might bear 4 reſtimony to the 
Meſhas his being come, having died, c. and that they might ac: 
cept of him as their Saviour; hope, and reſt in and upon him, and 
him alone, and growing up in him, &. and their Baptiſm N not 
fruitleſs, in caſe they do repem and behieve in Chrift; bot is a ſign 
to them, that doing ſo, he will be their Saviour. 

2, But there is alſo a wore perfect Baptiſm , when perſons are 
not only waſhed with water, but with the blood of Chriſt," regene- , 
rated and ſantlified, baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire: 
Now ({(aith the Apoſtle) ſo many as are thus baptized into Feſus 
Chriſt, are baptized into bis death. And that brings me to the ſe- 
cond Queſtion, | 


Q. 2. What is this tobe baptized into the death of Chriſt ? 


This I ſhall anſwer in three things: 

1. Into the image and ſimilitude of his 2 Thus Zuſtinian and In ſimilitull- 
Gorran expound the phraſc : And this is two ways. nem, & imagi- 

1. The firſt more particularly reſpected the manner of Baptiſm nem mortis. 
in thoſe bet (ounreys, which was by dipping the whole body of 
the. baptized petſon in water: thus John Papen in Jordan. Ezek. 36 25; 
This is doubtleſs Tawful, but we ſay not neceſſaty, nor amongſt IIa. 44. 3. 
us expedient: Nor neceſſary, for the grace of Sikibeation and 
remiſſion, is as well in Scripture expreſſed by ſprinkling and pouring 
g water: 


10 
Aquinat. 
Eſti. Piſcat. 
Deoda1i ad loc. 
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water And you read of the ſprinkling of the blood of Yeſu (brift, 


1 Pet. 2. 2. and we are ſaid to be come to the blood of. ſprinkling, 
Heb. 12. 24. ſignified by the blood of ſprinkling under the law, 
Heb. 11. 28. Not expedient, or conuenient; dipping a new-born 
Infant in water, ina probable way would endanger its life. But l 


| ſay, that cuſtom had a fairer ſimilitude of the burial of Chriſt : 


perſons buried are covered with Earth; ſo thoſe baptized per 
{ons were covered with water: butt is as true, Earth is ſprinkled 
and peers too upon perſans buried, as water is, upon the Child 
baptiz d. | 

2 Eut there is another ſimilitude of ſar more value, expreſſed 
v. 6, of this Chapter, Our old man is cruciſied with him, that the 
body of fin might be deſtroyed. » This muſt be underſtood, when 
the Lord with his nave race is pleaſed to concur with the 
Sacrament; Even as from that: day, wherein Chriſt curſed the 
figtree, it withered q ſo ſrom that day that a perſon is baptized, 
where Gods inward grace concutreth with the outward fign, the 


tree of luſt and corruption. decayeth and withereth, 


2. Ito his death, that may be into the faith, owning. and pro- 
feſſion of bis death j thoſe who are baptized into Chriſt, do profes 
to believe, that Jelus Chriſt died for. ſinners 3, the water poured 
and ſprinkled on them, ſigniñeth the blood of Feſus Chriſt ;, fo that 
Chriſt hath died: and. their ſubmiſſion to that-rite, to receive 
Baptiſm, is a taking upon them the faith and profeſſion of the death 
of Jeſus Chriſt, 

3. Laſtly, They are baptia:d into the fruit of bis death : And 
this may be taken in a double ſenle, 

1. If they be only externally baptized, and receive no more 
than the outward ſign : yet it is, and ſhall be a ſign unto them, 
that if at any time they ſhall heartily repent and believe, the fruit 
and benefit, yea all the fruit and delt of the death of Chriſt 
ſhall be really and truly theirs. T 

2. If the Lord doth with the external ſign confer the inward 


grace, and give the, thing ſignified , then they are really and ab> 


folutely baptized into the death of Chriſt, and made par takers of 
the benefus of his redemption, being waſhed with the blood of the 
Ilir b of God, who taketh away the fins of the world. And thus 
much may lerve to have ſpoken to the ſecond Queſtion ; the 
third followeth. | 


Queſt. 3. 


N 
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ſt, 3. What it i to be buried with Chri iſm into death, 
cy he — — may be ſaid — Ze by 
Baptiſm into death : 


I Anſwer : A baptized perſon may be ſaid to be buried with 
Chriſt by Baptilm into death, 

" 1, Analogicaly ; there being (as I ſaid before) a great Analo 
betwixt burying of a dead body, and baptizing a perſon t 
dead perſon was covered with the Earth, the baprized perſon 
with Water, This was according to their manner of baptizing by 
dipping to which alſo the Apoſtle alludeth, Col. 2. 12. And of 
old they uſed a trina emwerſio, a dipping the baptiz:d perſon three 
times, to ſigniſie Chriſts lying three days in the grave: but this 
ulage was doubtleſs not ſo old as the Apoſtles times, nor was 
there any rule for it: Others ſay, they dipped the perſon bap- 
tiz:d thrice, to ſignifie his being baptiz:d in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : Thus Aquinas, Juſtinian, Chryſo- 
ſtome, Damaſcene, Theophilatt and Gregory, interpret this text: 
but I do not think that this takes up the whole of the ſenſe. 

2. We are buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm inta death Symbolli- 
cally, or Sacra nent ally Baptiſm fignifieth thus much to all, That 
if they live up to that dedication of them unto God, unto that 
Covenant which they enter into m Baptiſm, when they come up 
to years of diſcretion (if they be baptized in their Infancy) re- 
penting and believing, their ſins ſhall come no more in Gods light, 
but be as much buried, and out of fight, as a perſon (who is bap- 
tized by dipping in water) is out of our ſight, during that in- 
ſtant. Thus the Apoſtle, Col. 2. r taith, We are buried with bim 
in baptiſm. Baptiſm, wherein the baptized perſon is buried with 


water, ſignificth the burial of the fins of that foul with Chriſt, 


who ſhall truly repent and believe, and dye unto fin. 

When the Lord, together with the external ſign, conferreth 
his grace, ſignified by that ſign , The ſins of that ſoul, are in that 
moment buried with (Chriſt, Ta they ſhall appear no more, eitner 
to their Souls eternal condemnation, or in their former power and 
dominion , as our Apoſtle afterward ſpeaks in this Chapter. Sin 


ſhall not haue dominion over your mortal bodies; becauſe you are not 


under the law, but under grace. | have now done with the Doctri- 
nal part of my diſcourſe; and the Propoſition thus explained, amounts 


to theſe two things : 
C 1. That 


- Chrit 
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1. That every perſon who hath come under the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm, by vertue thereof is dedicated to God, and ſtand: obls 
to believe the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and to make a profeſhon 
of that faith, and is from that day made a member of the myſtical 
— of Chriſt (to far forth as it is viſible), and hath received that 
y ſign, upon this truſt , That he or ſhe ſhall not be aſhamed 
of Chriſt and his Goſpel, but ſhall accept of Chriſt, and the way 
of ſalvation through him revealed to the world, and commir all 
its ſpiritual concerns unto him, and reſt upon him and him alone 
for liſe and ſalvation; and grow up in him, avoiding the pollu- 
tions of the world through luſts. And this Baptiſm is both a ſign 
to the foul commemorative of what Chriſt hath done in dying 
ſinners, and declarative of what he further will do in the applica- 
tion of his redemption to them; and that every one baptized, 
walking up to his Baptiſmal dedication and Covenant, ſhall cer- 
tainly enjoy the benefits of Chriſts death. And all ſuch as come 
not only under the Ordinance, but who are fully and periectiy 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, are forthwith ingrafted into-Chriſt, 
_ — to a preſent enjoyment of all the benefits of his 
ca | 
2. That all fuch as have come under the holy Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm, —— look back upon their Biptiſm, as the Image of 
s „ and upon themtelves obliged by vertue of it, to 
dye to fin, like as he dyed for fin: and all ſuch as are perfectly 
baptized into Chriſt, have their fins buried with Chriſt, and their 
ſins can no more rile up in judgment againſt them, than one that 
is buried can riſc-up to do his — actions in the world ; and 
the power of ſin is alſo dead in them, fo as it is impoſſible. they 
ſhould any longer ſerve (m ; and therefore the plea of thoſe againſt 
Fuſtific ation of grace for the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to the 
ſoul, muſt be vain z for that holy Doctrine cannot poſſibly open 
a door to a licentious convertation, becaufe all ſuch perſons are 
baprized into Chriſt, and buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm into 
death. This I take to be the ſull ſenſe of the text, and the Pre- 
poſition which I have delivered in the words of the text. Let 


me nowcome to the Application of this diſcourſe- 


Infira#. 1, This in the firſt place may (by way of Intro. 
Gion) let us know, That Baptiſm (conſidered as to the attion ) 
is a moſt ſolemn, ſerious action, and ought to be ſo looked upon, 

x both 
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both by the Adeiniſtrator, and by thoſe who offer themſelvez or 
their children unto it y and conſidered as an Ordinance. of the Goſ- 
pel, is a moſt »/efal Inflitxtion. | will dwell a little upon both 
theſe branches, it being indeed my great deſign in this diſcourſe. 
to recover to this Ordinance the gravity and reverence that is due 
to it, and to make my hearers a little better to underſtand the 
meaning and uſeſulneſs of it, than the moſt of our people ſeem to 
do. The truth is, we are degenerated into ſuch a careleſs, ſlighty 
adminiſtration of this ſacred Inſtitution, as if the Baptizing of 4 
child were an action of no graver import, than waſhing its face, 
and an opportunity ( among# the richer) to call friends roge- 
ther ſor a banquet, or ( amongſt thoſe of meaner rank) to call 
the richer together, to make them, or their Midwives, ow Nur- 
ſes ſome ſmall preſents. Let me therefore evince to you, 
1. That it i« 4 woſt ſeyiou Achten. 2. That it u 4 moſt uſeful 


ation. - 

I, That it 1 4 moſt ſeriow Aftion. Two things in my for- 
mer diſcourſe will evince this > 1. That in Baptiſw there is 4 
* ſolemn dedication of the perſon baptized unto Chriſt, 2. That 
there is in it a ſolemn adſiriflion, or ſtipulation, or engagement 


of the party baptized unto Chriff, 
1. Ifay 65d, There is ny - a" ſolemn dedication of the perſon There is in 
unte Chriſt, If the perſon baptized be adult, and grown up, he Baptiſm a ſo- 
or ſhe dedicate themſelves : If they be baptized in their Infancy, | _—_ 
their Parents (whoſe they are) dedicate them unto Chriſt. The 47 © A... 
grown perſon, that offereth him, or her ſelf to Baptiſm, doth in _ 2 
effect ſay, Lord, I am thy creature, the work, of thy hands ; I have 
degenerated, and forgotten thee, my mater ;, other Lords have ruled 
over me, I have been ſervant to Idols, a ſervant to the Devil, to 
the world, to my own luſts. But, Lord ! I am weary of that ſervice, 
and from my heart renounce it 1, 1 have heard that thou hal ſent 
Jeſus Chriſt into the world to ſave ſinners. I deſire to look, upon 
it 4s 4 faithful ſaying, ard worthy of all accoptation. Lord! I 
4 here accept it, 2 thy way of ſalvation, and de from 
beart, this day, ſet my ſelf apart unto thee, and ſolemnly of- 
32 ſelf unto thee. , I am Chreſts ſervant, O Lord, 1 am 
Chriſts 22. believing that is he who hath looſed my bands. 
Admitting a child to be baptized in its infancy, che the pa- 
rents dedicate it, Give me leave to allude to that of aum, 
1 Sam. 1, 27,28. The good woman had been praying for a child, 
| C 2 v. 15. 
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V. 15. having obtained a child of the Lord, v. 22. She names 


the child S | ated of God], v. 22. She reſolves when he 
was weaned, to carry him, that he might appear before the Lord, 
and there abide for ever. v. 26. (he brings the child to the Higb- 
Prieſt Eli, and faith, Ob, my Lord! as thy ſoul liveth, my Lord, 
I am the woman that ſtood by thee, praying unto the Lord : For 
this child I prayed, and the Lord bath given me my petition I ati 
of bim ; therefore alſo 1 have lent him to the Lord: as long 4s be 
lives he ſhall be lent to the Lord, She meant it in à particular 
ſenſe, that ſhe had dedicated him to the Prieſtly office. But there 
is no parent that brings a child to Baptiſm , but lays in propor- 
tion thus unto God : 

O Lord! J am the perſon to whom thou baſt given this child; 
for it I prayed, and thou baſt given me the petition I acked of thee, 
Therefore alſo I bere dedicats him to ther, O thou eternal F- 
ther ! To thee, O moſt dear and bleſſed Saviour! To thee, O me 
holy Spirit! Te the only living and true God ! I here dedicate my 
child; and my deſire u, that then wonlaſt accept him, that as | 
as be lives he may be the Lords. Is not here now a moſt would 


ſolemn action, requiring all our thoughtfulneſs, ſeriouſneſs, ęra- 


vity and attention imaginable? Was the dedication of an houſe 
to God fo ſerious an action, that Solomon. at it offered a ſacri- 
fice of 22000 Oxen, and an 120000 Sheep, and kept a feaſt ſe- 
ven days, and then a ſolemn aſſembly ? Was the dedication of 
an Altar ſo ſolemn an action, that it took ſeven days time? 
2 Cbren. 7. 8, 9. And can the dedication of a child, a piece of 
our ſelves, fl. ſh of our ficſh, unto God, be judged a ſlighty acti- 
on, lo as that there needs no more, than for parents, with- 
out any przvious thoughts, on the ſudden to ſend for a Miniſter, 
and he in great haſte to read over two or three. prayers, and 
ſprinkle water bn it, ſaying I baptez# thee, &c. I wiſh this 
fleghty kind of Adminiſtration of this ſacred Ordinance, flow 
not from that novel conceit of the neceſſity of Baptiſm to ſalua- 
tion, or the certain eſſect of it, ut on all that ſhall not aſter- 
wards run on the ſcore with God, for the waſhing away of the 
guile of Original ſin. Whatſoever it be which hath incouraged 
uch haſty and perfunftory Adminiſtrations, I am ſure they 
no way ſute the grave nature of this ſolemn Adminiſtration, 
Dedicatzons , it they were of no more than wood and ſtone, 
and other inanimate things, were wont to be more — 

actions, 
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actions, and done in a more grave and ſerious manner. 


2. But there is in Baptiſm not only a ſolemn dedication of the A ſolemn ia- 


-baptized unto God, but alſo a ſolewn adftrittion, or ob- gagement of 
ligation of the perſon to God, Circumciſion of old, was called the Soul to 
Gods covenant in their fleſh, Gal. 17. 13. Baptiſm under the God, 


Goſpel ſucceeds into its place: It is Gods Covenant in our fleſh; 
We read in Scripture of three ways of making Covenants be- 
twirt parties. 

1. By words only. Thus God made a Covenant with eAbra- 
bam, ſaying, I will be thy God, and of thy ſeed. 

2. By words, and a ceremony or ſign: Such a Covenant you 
read made of betwixt Jacob and Laban, Gen. 31-46. 

3. By a Ceremony alone. Thus the Maſters boring through the 


ear of bis ſervant with an Awl (the ſervant ſubmitting to it), 


Was a covenant; though at the time the ſervant ſaid nothing, 
E he was by that ſubmiſſion obliged to be his Maſters ſervant 
or even Thus with us, the Soldiers taking Preſs-money, or the 
Kings Colours, is an actual obligation upon him to keep to the 
Kings ſervice, and ſubjects him to death if he deſerts it. Bape 
t5ſm is ſuch a ceremony, The perſon brought under it is by 
ſuch ſubmiſſion actually engaged in the ſervice of Chriſt, no 
longer to live unto himſelf, nor to dye unto himſelf , but unto him 
who hath dyed ſor him, the ſign of whoſe blood he hath re- 
ceived, in the ſprinkling or pouring of water upon him. The 
man or wo nan that is baptized, doth in eſtect ſry, Let the blood 
of Chriſt, ſignified by this water, be a witneſ againſt me : let it 
* upon me for ever to confound me, if I ever apoſtatize 
the profeſſion of the Dottrine of the Goſpel, and the Faith of Chriſt, 
er wilfully and pre ſumpt uouſiy live contrary to his law. ls not 
this a moſt ſerious action, think we? Marriage is but a Cove- 
nant betwixt man and wife, wherein God is no party, but only 
called in as a witneſs, in it the husband and wife mutually bind 
themſelves each to other, for the term of one of their natural 
lives; yet it is a moſt grave and ſerious action. I have always 
thought, that the moſt of men and women trifle a great deal 
too much with that, and ſhould be much more grave and ſeri- 
ous than they are; and take many more ſerious thoughts, be- 
fore they give away themſelves each to other , and put them- 
ſelves out of a po ver over their own bodies; and that the curſed 


Atheiſtical ; 


— 
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Atheiſtical lives of very many husbands and wives, their dilcon- 
tents and breaches, and the perverſe ſpirit mixed betwixt them, 
is but the effect and juſt puniſhment of men and womens haſty, 
ſlighty, and inconſiderate engagements in that Covenant; this 


is a Covenant af another nature, a Covenant betwixt the greas 


God, and the baptized perſon; where God is not a witnels only, 
but a party. Ought we not to be ferious in ſueh an action? O 
let this mind/you that hear me, to bring your Children to Bap- 
tiſm, and to attend the adminiſtration of it with much more 
gravity and ſeriouſneſs of thoughts than is uſual. Believe me, ic 
is no light action to Dedicate 4 child to God, nor to covenant 
with God, that your child ſhall be his ſervant for ever. If after- 
ward you direct it otherwiſe, or ſhew it an example to the 
- contrary, or omit to inſtru it, and mind it of its duty, and 
to call upon it for the performance of it, or as much as in you 
lyeth to hinder it from the contrary ; the child ſhall periſh for 
its Apoſtacy, becauſe the Oath of God was upon it z but i blood 
{hall alſo be required at your hands. | 
The uſcful- 2. But I told you, that @ the action is ſerious, ſo the Infts. 
| neſs of Bap- tation is uſeful. There are too many who ſlight this great In- 
| tiſm, ſtitution, becauſe they cannot underſtand the uſefulneſs of it. 
There are others that will make an »ſeſulneſs of it beyond 
what I can find in holy Writ, making it, upon the work done, 
to waſh away the guilt of Original fin, and to let the foul rectus 
in curia, right in the Court of Heaven. I cannot allow this ; 
but doubt not to evince to you, That leaving this effect only 
to the blood of Chriſt ſprinkled upon the conſcience, Bapts/m 
is a very uſeſul thing, and that upon a fourfold account. 


To repel 1. To repel temptations to ſm; and this, & it , 4 pre-ingage- 
temptations. went upon the ſoul. It is an excuſe you often put men off with in 
| your converſes with the world, when you have no mind to meet, 
or treat, or converſe with them, you tell them you are pre- 
engaged, ygu cannot meet with them, or deal with-them, or 
be for them, indeed (you tell them) you are pre- engaged: 
thus you look often upon pre-engagements as very uleful to 
you: You have this from your Baptsſm to anſwer all tempters, 
all remptations to ſin, be they from what tempters they will, 
if Satan, if your own luſis, if the world follicit you to Apoſtacy, 


either 
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either from the ſion of faith which you have made, or from 
your practice of holineſs. When the Devil makes any ſuch im 
preſſions upon your fouls, you can ſay to him, Satan! 1 an 
ingaged. When the men of the world, the ſiatul companions 
in it rempt you to caſt in your lot with them, you can fay 
to them, Friends, I cannot, / aw ingaged. Every baptiz:d per- 
fon ( as you have heard) is an ingaged perſon, he is 
baptized into Chriſt. When ( Nebem, G. 2.) Sanbalat and Geſhem, 
thinking to do Nehewiab a miichief, ſent to him, ſaying, Come 
let m mett together in the Villages : he ſent back meſſengers to 
them, ſaying, J doing 4 great werk, ſo that I cannot come down , 
why ſhould the work ceaſe ? It was Nehemiab's advantage there, 
that he was engaged at that time; every tempter to fin, intehds 
to do the ſoul a miſchief, and tempters are ever and anon treat- 
ing and ſending to the beſt of fouls, Bapty/es furniſheth the ſoul 
with a weapon to repel the fiery dart: The ſoul hath this to 
ſay, 1 am pre-ingaged in the ſervice of my Lord and Maſter Fe- 
ſus Chriſt: | am dedicated to him ; I am bound over to his 
ſervice : Mark how Joſeph reſiſted the temptation of his Miſtris, 
Gen. 39 9. How * I do this great Evil, and ſin againſt God? 
So ſhould the foul fay, I m baptized, | am lifted in the er. 
vice of Chriſt; How ſhould 1 do this ＋ break my vow, 
break my ingagement in Baptiſn to be the Lords, ſteal away 
my elf from God, to whom | long ſince was dedicated? 

2- A ſecond thing which 1 ſhall iaſiſt upon, to ſhew you 
the exceeding uſeſulneſs of this facred Inftitution is, the au: 

e the ſoul have from it, to quicken it in and to the exer- 
cijes of ſome habit of grace, and the performance of ſome duties, 

I ſhall inſtance in four. 

1, The firſt I ſhall inſtance in, ſtedfaſtneſs in the faith of the Go- To quicken 
Jpel: It is an exerciſe of grace, very often called for in holy the foul to 
Writ. We have indeed a liberty, and it is our duty to prove the exerciſes. 
all things ; but we muſt bold faſt that which is good My beloved of Grace. ,; 
brethren ( faith the A ) be you ſtedfaſk, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 

1 Pet. 5. 9. Whom reſiſt ſtedfaſ in the faith, and in many other 
texts. Now I fay, our MKefleftion on our Baptiſm muſt 
needs have a great force in it to oblige us to this ſfedineſs 
which it muſt needs have, if we conſider it as an Oath or ſolemn 
Covenane and ingagement, under which it brings us to God: 

Re- 
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Religion hath little force upon that man or womans conſcience, 
whom an-Oath will not oblige to do that which he hath ſworn 
to do, It is ſaid of Herod, after he had {worn to give Herodias 
hat ſhe ſhould ask; though ſhe asked Jobn Baptiſts bead in 
4 Charger, which Herod had no mind to give her, nevertheleſs 
for his Oath-ſake he commanded it to be given her: It is true, 
in that caſe Herod was under no obligation for the Rule is, 
That an Oath cannot be a bond of iniquity. But where the thing 
we have ſworn to, or engaged for, is tuch, that we may do, or 
are otherwiſe bound to do, an Oath layeth a great hold upon 
the conſcience, and makes the ſoul to fee à further obligation 
to it, than what it before lay under to the doing of it. e 
yob ſhall obſerve, that Paul, both to the Churches at Corinth, 
Epheſus and Galatia, argues to ftedfaſineſs, from this Topick, 
There were in the Churches of Corinth ſome giddy-headed per- 
ſons, of which one faid, I aw of Paul, another ſaid, I am of 
eApolles, another, I =m of (ch; How doth St. Paul endea- 
vour to reduce them ? 1 Cor: 1. 1 {s (faith he) Chriſt divi- 
ded ? was Paul crucified for you? or were you baptized in the name 
of Paul ? | pray (faith he) conſider your baptiſm : Were you bap- 
tized into the profeſſion of my DoMrine, or into the profeſſion 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt ? Are you under Temptations to wa- 
ver in the prof. ſſion of the great Truths and Doctrines of the 
Goſpel ? Think with your ſelves, Into what Doctrine, or into 
the profeſſion of what Doctrine was I baptiz:d ? Was it not the 
Doctrine of Chriſt ? Doth this appear to me from holy Writ to 
have that ſtamp upon it ? So in Gal. z 2, 3. This only (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) I would learn of you Received you the ſpirit by the works 
of the law, er by hearing of faith. Some of that Church were 
at that time running away from their profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
being ſeduced by thoſe who in thoſe days inſiſted upon Fuſts- 
fication by the works of the law. The à poſtle is attempting to 
reduce them; he doth it by this argument, Received you the ſps 
rit (faith he) by the works of the lam, or by the bearing of faith ? 
i ſhall not diſpute whether the Apoſtle there intends by rectiving 
the ſpivti, the receiving peculiar to thoſe times in the extraor- 
cinary giſts or manifeſtations of jt; Or ſuch a receiving of the 
ſpirit, as is common to all believers; either of which were then 
generally received, or appeared to be received about the _ of 
their 
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their Baptiſm. Now, faith the Apoſtle, in all reaſon you 
ought to receive that Doctrine, upon the imbracing of which, 
you had ſuch an eminent evidence of the truth of it, that you 
received the ſpirit as a 7 ay of it, and were baptized into Chriſt 
upon your firſt profeſſion and owning of it. So, as I fay, our 
Baptiſm, and refleions upon it, will and muſt engage us to ſfted- 
falhmeſe unlels it evidently appeareth to us, that that Doctrine 
was falſe and erroneous. 
2. Aſecond thing which our Baptiſm is uſeful to _ us to, 
is, The keeping of the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. A Keeping the 
duty mentioned in Epheſ. 4. 3. and mark by what argmments unity of the 
the Apoſtle perſwades it, v. 4 There i one body, and one ſps. Pirit in the 
rit , 4s you are called in one hope of your calling: One Lord, one d of 
Faith, one Baptiſm : There is but one body, compare that with © 
that, 1 Cor. 12. 10. For by one ſpirit are we all baptized into one 
body : That one body is the univerlal Church, as appears by the 
next words, Whether Jews or Gentiles : and upon this argument 
(which the Apoſtle would not have uſed, if he had not judged 
there had been a force in it) the Apoſtle perſwades Unity; an 
unity of Doctrine and Affections, for an Unity in words and 
ſyllables, and in rites and ceremonies, is a ſtretching of that 
text beyond the ſtaple, there having never at that time been 
ſuch a thing in the Church of Chriſt, and it being what can 
never be attained, nor was ever commanded by the Apoſtle. 
But to perſwade an unity in faith and love, he minds them of 
the Oneneſs of their Baptiſm, by which they were united to the 
Church, which is but one body : Thoſe that you divide from, 
or quarrel with, are of the ſame body with you, and you, as 
well as they, were baptized into one and the fame body. Di- 
vide not therefore, nor quarrel each with other; fall not out 
by the way, for you are brethren, It will ſometimes put us 
upon agreeing with, and loving of one another, to conſider that 
we are fellow Citizens and fellow - Soldiers; ſo it ought to engage 
us to endeavour unity, that we are fellow- members of the lame 
body, and fellow-(itizens of the ſame City. There is but one 
ly, and we were all baptized into that ene body. E 
3. It is uſeful to quicken wa both to the exerciſes of faith and To the Exer- 
repentance. The force of this lyeth in the ſolemn dedication of ciſcs of faich, 


the perſon to God, and the Souls ſolemn engagement in it to be the aud of re pen- 
D Lords Nuce. 
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Lords : both which inſeparably attend this holy Inſtitution. The 
foul thus reaſoneth with it ſelf: I was by nature a child of 
wrath, a t ſinner, blind, unbelieving; when I was baptized, 
I was dedicated to God; I ſolemnly engaged my ſelf to the ſer- 
vice of God; I cannot be the Lords, without repenting, and 
believing his word, and allo a receiving of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom God hath revealed to be the Saviour of them that be- 
lieve. Had | been an Heathen, 1 ought not to have been bap- 
tized, until I had given an evidence of my repentance, my 
hearty imbracing the Doctrine of the Golpel, and as hearty 
cloſing with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as my hope, and my Saviour. 
Now though I was baptiz d, when a child, in my parents right; 
yet if I ever hope to be fave, this cannot excuſe me from thoſe 
eat duties of Repentance and Faith, which God hath made in- 
eparably neceſſary to ſalvation : As Circamciſion availeth no- 
thing to thoſe who did not keep the Law, fo Baptiſm availeth 
as little to thoſe who perform not the terms of the Goſpel : 
Beſides, when I was baptized (though an Infant) I could not 
indeed engage for my felf ; but my parents engaged for me, that 
ſo far as lay in them) I ſhould repent and believe; they have 
ulfilled their parts to me, in calling upon me for it, and pref: 
fing theſe things upon me; or if they have not, yet the Cove- 
want of God is in my fleſh: and I am ingaged to do theſe things, 
not only becauſe they are the neceſſary terms of my ſalvation, 
but in regard I have covenanted in B:ptiſm to do it. It is true, 
it is not in my power, without the ſpecial efficacious grace of 
God, to repent, or to believe; but I am under the Oath of God, 
to do what in melyes todo it, ro avoid thole grofs fins, which 
it is in my power to avoid, by vertue of the common grace of 
God denied to no man; Wherein | have offended, to ſet down, 
ſadly to refle& on them, and to beg of Gud a broken heart for 
them, to wait upon all holy Inſtitutions, which may be conducive 
to theſe ends, &. 

4. To name no more. Ir i uſeful to quicken us up to Holineſs, 
and that part of it 2 which lyeth in the mortification of our 
members ; Why, becauſe, faith the Apoſtle, we are Baptized into 
his death, and buried with him by baptiſm into death + We are not 
only baptized into a belief, and a profeſſion of a belief of his 
death, but into a felowſhip with bis death ;, a part of which lies 

in 
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in a dying to ſin, as he dyed for fin : For, ſaith the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter, 1Pet. 4. 1. He that bath ſuffered in the fleſb, bath ceaſed 
from ſin, that be no longer fhould live the reſt of bis time in the 
fleſh ; to the luſts of men, but to the will of God. Obſerve the 
words which go before, v. 2. For as much therefore as Chrift 
hath ſuffered for w in the fleſb, arm your ſelves likewiſe with the 
ſame mind, &c. From whence I infer, That our fellowſhip with 
Chriſts ſuffering in the fleſh, lyeth in our ceſſation from ſin. Now 
1 have ſhewed you, that in Baptiſm a Sacramental repretentation 
of Chriſts ſuffering in the fleſh, and our ſubmiſſion to that holy 
Inſtitution, engageth us to a conformity to the death of Chriſt, 
and to a tellowſhip with it, that is, to a ceaſing from ſin; For, 
ſaith my text, we are buried with him by baptiſm into death : and 
it followeth, That like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by 
the glory of the father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk, in newneſs of 
life, And again, v. 6. Knowing that our old man was cruci 
with him, that the (ody of ſin might be deſtray:d, that benceforrb 
we ſhould net ſerve ſin Fer he that is dead, u free from ſin. 
The meditation of this, is of great uſe to ingage us to Holineſs 3 
as there is in this Ordinance an ingagement upon us to dye unto 
ſin, ard to maintain that as well as other parts of the ſpiritual 
fight. Thus I have ſhewed you the uſefulneſs of this Ordinance 
to quicken the ſoul. 

3- It is uſeful likewiſe to corroborate and ſtrengthen the ſoul : Baptiſm, he 
and that both in the Exerciſes of faith, and of bolineſs, 1. In it is uſeful 
the exerciſes of faith. Faith either reſpects the Propoſution of the to help and 
word , which faith m to as truth: Or, 2. The perſon of ſtrengthen 
the Mediator, who alone is the object of ſaving, juſtifying faith, the Soul, 
the primary, and more remote object, though the promiſes of 
the Goſpel be the proximate and mediate objett, in and by which 
the ſoul receiveth Chriſt ; and by means of which, through the 
aſſiſtance of the Spirit, the ſoul committeth it ſelf to him, as to 
all its ſpiritual concerns, reſpecting eternal life and ſalvation. 

As to both thele, Baptiſes is (if made uſe of) a great help: In- 

deed all Sacramental ſigns are fo, and given for that end- I re- 

member when God inſtituted the Fewsſb Paſſover, after the de- 

{cribing the rile of it, Exod. 12. from v. 3. to v. 26. he addeth 

v.26, and 27. And it came to paſs, that when your chil- 

dren ſhall ſay unto you, W _ you by this ſervice / you _ 
2 Ys 
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fay, It is the — of the Lords Paſſover, who paſſed over the 
houſes of the children of Iſrael in Egypt, when he ſmote the Egyp- 
tians, and delivered our houſes. God forelaw, that that great 


' deliverance would in time be forgotten, or not believed, that 


God ſhould ſhew ſuch favour to a {mall oppreſſed number of peo 
ple, as to bring them out of ſlavery ; to ſlay cne in every family 
of the Egyptians, might be queſtioned (eſpecially conſidering the 
world was never very apt o believe ſtories of diſtinguiſhing 
Grace or Providence), therefore God inſtituted the Paſſover, 
to continue the memory, and revive the faith of ſo great a ſal- 
vation. But how much greater a ſalvation was here, For God 
to ſend forth his own Son (the Antitype to that Paſchal lamb) 
to take upon him our fleſh, and to dyè in our nature for ſinne rs 
upon the Croſs ? to agree to this, was like to be a much harder 
exerciſe of faith : To revive the memory, and keep alive the ex- 
erciſe therefore of faith, as to this miracle of ſalvation , God in- 
ſtituted two Sacraments of the New Teſtament : ordained two 
ſacred Actions to be done, that when our Children ſhould ſay 
to us, Father! or Mother ! What is the meaning of this We 
might ſay, theſe are the Lords Sacraments, that you may be- 
lieve- what the Scripture tells you, that the fins of ſouls are on- 
ly waſhed out by the blood of Chriſt, here ſignified and repre- 
ſented; and that if ever you will be ſaved, you muſt, as you 
ſubmit to this Ordinance, fo alſo (ſubmit to the acceptance of 
him and his righteouſneſs, and look for ſalvation from him, and 
no other; and that you might belicve the Goſpel is not a Ro- 
wance, but a true Hiſtory of what he, who was the Son of God, 
did in dying for your fins, that you might not dye eternally, 
And that when our own unbelicving hearts are over-whelmed 
in the thoughts of theſe things, and ſaying, Surely ſuch a thing 
could not be, the mercy is too big for the graſp of our reaſon 
and comprehenſion; we might help our ſelves by reflecting on 
our Baptiſm, and our frequent communicating at the Lords table; 
and chide down thoſe riſings of unbelief, ſaying, It this were 
not, What is the meaning of ſprinkling perſons with water in Bap- 
ti ſin ? or our ſo often meeting at the Lords table to eat bread and 
drink_wine , ſignifying the fleſh and blood of Chriſt? And as 
to that faith which is ſaving and juſtifying, the object of which 
is the perſan of the Mediator; the foul is alſo. helped in that, as 

iT. 
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it is helped in the other faith: For the more the Soul is con- 
firmed in the Doctrine and Propoſition of the Goſpel, and the 
truth of that, the more ground it ſeeth to look for no other 
name,under heaven by which it ſhould be faved, but to go out 
of it ſelf unto him; as one, who becauſe he was God, is able to 
ſave to the utmoſt; and becauſe he ſubmitted to be made man, 
to dye upon the Crols, to pay a price for loſt man, evidenced his 
unqueſtionable willingneſs, to ſeek and to fave that which was 
loſt, ſo as the foul hath no longer any pretence or colour to 
doubt or queſtion the ſufficiency, or willingneſs of this Saviour, 
Thus this great Ordinance, if duly improved, is of exceeding 
great uſe to us, to help our Souls in their exerciſes of faith : 
the Soul, as it were here, reacheth its hand to put into the holes 
of Chriſt's fide, and its fingers to lay in the print of the 
nails. 

2, Nor is it leſs helpful to the ſoul in the exerciſes of holineſs : 
And this not only as it layeth the foul under an engagement to 
it, of which 1 ſpake ſufficiently before: but alſo in regard of 
the ſecrer bleſſing of the Lord, attending Baptiſm, where a Chri- 
ſtian ſetteth himſclt co fulfil the ends of it, 


Object. 1. But ſome will ſay, We have been baptized, and we do 
not find ſuch fruits; we are full of doubts, and fears, and un- 
belief ſtill, and we are very unboly ſtill ;, we find no ſuch fruit of 


our Baptiſm. 


I Anſwer. 1. Poſſibly you have not ſtirred ay, your Baptiſmal» 
grace, | remember St. Paul calls to Timothy, to ſtir up the gift 
of God which was in him; and ( 1 Tim. 4. 14.) not to neglett the 
gift of God, which was in hin, by prophecy, with the laying on of 
the hands of the Pretbytery. I do not think that any ſaving» 
gift is given to any by Baptiſm, more than there is to a 
Miniſter, by ſetting him a-part to the Miniſtry. But there is 
doubtleſs a gift given the Baptized perſon, conducive to his ſal- 
vation; if he will make a due and juſt improvement of ir, he 
hath a new charatter put upon him, and is by it taken out of 
the Pagan World; he hath a new vow upon him; he hath a =ew 
dedication. Now if men and women will never ſeriouſly conſider, 
and think on this; never revive the memory of it, or whet it 


upon . 
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upon their ſouls : it is no wonder to hear them complain, that 


they find no benefit, fruit, or advantage by it. A Scholar may 
be at a loſs about a Netion or Queſtion, in which twenty books 
he hath in his Study would reſolve him ; but if he knoweth not 
how to uſe his books to that end, or will never take down a 
book to look for any help from it; he may complain that none 
of all the books in his Study will do him good in the caſe : The 
Queſtion is, What they would do if he lookt into them, or knew 
how to uſe them ? | 


Object. 2. But will ſome ſay, How any baptized perſons are 
there, to whom their Baptiſm is n0 help nor advantage; they, not- 
withſtanding it, are unbelieving, unholy, profane — 4, 


Chriſti nomen To this I anſwer with Cyprian, To take upon us (briſts name, 
induere, C non and not to walk, in bis ways, is but to profane and abuſe bis moſt 
per Chriſti vi- holy Name. The Soldiers taking Preis- money, or being liſted, 
. z helps him, if he runs from his Colours very little, unleſs it be to 
2 £042 ©* & ſhameful end of his life z but if he keeps him to his colours, it 
un prev” helps him to his and to his d according to his { 
catio droini a- helps pay, to his reward according to er 
minis, Cypr. Vice. "5 
A man may have in his Yard ſeveral pieces of Timber, which 
do him no ſervice at all: he may have great heaps of Stones 
that do him no good, but only annoy and trouble his Yard : 
But if this man begins to build, then they help him, every ſtone, 
every foot of Timber is uſeful to him. It is thus with our Bap- 
tien, it lies by us of little uſe, till we begin the ſpiritual busld- 
ing; it is a piece of timber, a ſtone cut out and 3 ſor that: 
When « man begins this work, then his Baptiſm helpeth. In 
ſhort, the water of Baptiſm is much like the water of jealouſie : 
of which you read Numb. 5.29. If the defiled woman adventured 
to drink of it, it became butter, and made ber belly ts ſwell, and 
her thigh to rot, and the woman to be a curſe amongſt ber people : 
but if the were clean, it made her fruitful : So doth the water of 
Baptiſm in a more ſpiritual ſenſe. If the baptized perſon, after 
it, lives an unbelieving, unholy life, it cauſeth arot in him, and 
becomes a curſe to him : But if a perſon adhereth to the faith, 
and lives an holy life, in conformity to his Baptiſmal- Dedi- 
cation and Vow, and maketh uſe of his Baptiſm z it _ 
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him fruitful, and helpeth him in every good work. 

4. The laſt thing wherein I ſhall ſhew you the uſefulneſs of 
this ſacred Jaſtitutiom, is with reference to its confirming, ſeals 
ing to, and aſſuring of the ſoul. 

1. It ſealeth to ws, aſſureth us of, and confirms to us the truth Baptiſm is 
of the great Propoſition of the Goſpel. That this Rite was uſed uſeful to af. 
in the eApoſtolical Church, that it hath been uſed ever ſince in ſure, confirm, | 
the Church of Chriſt, is out of doubt: Now what is the mean- and ſeal. 
ing of it? what doth it ſignifie, but that ( hriſt i come into the 
world to ſave ſinners, and that our ſouls are waſhed clean from 
their filtbineſs by the bloed of ( briſt? $5 that either theſe things 
muſt be true, undoubtedly true, or the whole Chriſtian World 
in all ages hath been miſtaken, 

2, It ſeateth, and confirmeth this unto us, That sf we truly 
repent, and receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our ſins ſhall be waſhed 
away with his blood, and fin ſhall not have dominion over u 
Theſe are the two great promiſes of the Goſpel : and in Baptiſm 
there is a mutual ſtipulation , it is neither a ſingle promiſe on Gods 
part to us, nor a ſingle vow on our part to God; but it is a 
Covenant, Gods Covenant in our fleſh, as God himſelf tiled Cir- 
camciſion; to which Baptiſm ſucceedeth, being a ſeal of the ſame 
Covenant. 

3. It is a confirmation to us of our favour with God, liberty of 
acceſs unto God. In baptiſm we have the Name of God put up- 
on us the baptized perſon, like the circumciſed Few, is called by 
Gods Name, I» popnlum Des adoptatur, he is adopted into Gods 
family. Ir is very pleaſant to fee and obſerve what uſe the fer- 
vants of God have made of this being called by Gods Name, in 
their pleadings with God, Fer. 14 9. Then, O Lord, art in the 
midſt of ms, and we are called by thy name ; leave ws not, Jer. 15. 
16. I am called by thy name, O thox Lord God of Hoſts, Dan. 9. 
18, 19. O my God, incline thine car, and hear and behold our de- 
ſolations, and the City which is called by thy name. O Lord hear, 
O Lord forgive, O Lord bearken, and do for thine own ſake, O 
God, for thy City, and thy people are called by thy name. Shall 
not a Chriſtian, that forgets not the kindneſs of his youth, and 
the lave of bis Eſponſals, go to God, and lay, Lord leave me not, 
I was baptized into thy name? or, Lord help me, for I was 
baptized into thy name? Mark how many Promiſes aremade — 

tho 
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thoſe that are called by the Lords name, 2 (hren. 7. 13, 14. 
If ! ſhut up heaven that there be no rain, &c. If my people, 
which are called by my name ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, 
and ſeek, my face, and turn from their wicked ways : then will 1 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their ſin, and will heal their 
land. So Iſa. 46. 6,7. I will ſay to the North, Give up: and to 
the South, Keep not hack bring my ſons from fur, and my daugh- 
ters from the end of the earth; even every one that « called 
my name : for I have created him for my glory, I have formed 
him, yea 1 have made him. Admitting a foul to live up to his 
Baptiſmal- dedication and Covenant; his Baptilm furniſheth him 
with a great argument to go unto God with, and with a great 
confidence and boldneſs in his addreſſes to the throne of Grace 
by reaſon of the promiſes to perſons under thoſe circumſtances. 
Thus 1 have largely ſhewed you the uſefulneſs of this ſacred 
Inſtitution, and finiſhed this my firſt branch of Application. 
I now proceed to further branches. 


Inſtruft. 2. Obſerve from hence, how great the duty is which 
lieth upon all baptized perſons. | will open it to you in three 
or four particulars. 

1. There lyeth a duty upon them, to hold faſt the profeſſion of the 
faith of the Goſpel. Jude v. z. exhorteth, that we ſhould contend 
earneſtly for the fauh which was once delivered to the Saints. 
St. Paul, Phil. 1. 27. commands us, together to ſtrive for the 
faith of the Goſpel, The Apoſtle to the Hebrews calls to us, to 
hold faſt our profeſſion, Heb 4. 14+ The profeſſion of our faith, 
Heb. 10. 23. This diſcourſe will let you ſee the engagement 
which we have to do it; we are baptized into it; we are ſtri- 
ving for needleſs Rites and Ceremonies, things of no value; and 
in the mean time forget this ſtriving for the fundamental truths 
of the Goſpel. Thele are the things we are to ſtrive, to con- 
tend for, to be tenaciow ef; our Baptiſm layeth an engagement 
upon us as to this, for we are not baptized into Moſes, but into 
Chriſt, that is, into the publick and ſteady profeſſion of the 
Truths and Doctrine of the Golpel ; and whoſoever apoſtatizeth 
from that profeſſion, renounceth his Baptiſm, forgetting both 
his own dedication in it, and his own Covenant and obligation by it. 
Baptized perſons have ſet to their ſeal, that God is true, and the 


Doctrine 
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Dod rine of his Goſpel is trur, and that they will own it, and per- 
levere in it. 

2. Hence it appears, That all baptized perſons are by their Bay- 
tim obliged to the act e pt ation of Chriſt as their ſpiritual husband 
I have (faith the Apoſtle ) eſpouſed you to one bucband, that one 
luuband is Chriſt ; the contract is made in Baptiſm ; the e/pou/als 
are upon the admiſſion of the foul into the fellowſhip of the 
Church, upon the viſible evidence of his faith and repentance, 
You know ſometimes there are Contracts betwixt perſons that 
are not of age, for the conſummation of Marriage; che contract 
is in verbis de futuro, in words reſpecting the ti ne that is to come: 
the Marriage is in verbis de preſents, in words obliging for the 
preſent. The differences are in thoſe words, I will tabe (which 
are the words of a contract), and / de take (which are the 
words uſed in an actual Marriage). Every perſon in Baptiſm is 
contracted to Chriſt. Every perſon is not of age for an actual 
Marriage, to which Kepentance and Knowledge are precedane- 
ous : Hut every Faptized: Infant '(aith, I will taks Chriſ for my 
wedded hu, and Lord, The Act in Infant-baptitm, is indeed 
rathee the ARof the Parents, than the Childs, which is not yet 
capable of a rational act: But be it ſo, the Parent hath fuch a 
right in the Child, that it Rands bound to abide by the Act of 
its Natural Guardian, unleſs the child grown up can ſhew a 
lufficient reaſon to the contrary. It is thus adjudged as to all 
legal Acts; what the legal Guardian doth, the Infant, and per- 
ſoa in Non- age doth : It holdeth much more in things ſpiritual, 
where there 1s a precedaneous obligation to any humane Law, 
upon every child to confirm and juſtifie its Parents act: For 
every foul is bound to this; and the Parent herein engageth the 
child no further than was its precedanevus in obedience 
to God: ſo as the Parents obligation, that the child ſhould ac- 
cept of Jeſus Chriſt as its Saviour, and pet ſorm what God re- 
quireth of it, m order to its ſalvation, is really an obligation 
upon the child to do what its ſpiritual Geardian hath fo- 
lemnly obliged for it; ſo as every baptized perſon ſtands bound 
to believe in the Lord Jeſus, and to live an holy life. 

IJ. It followeth from benee; That there is 4 duty incumbent 
upon all good Chriſtians, even with their blood to maintain and de- 
fend the truth of the Goſpel, I would be rightly underſtood, — 

E that 
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that all men are in ſuch caſes to take up Arms in the 
defence of the greateſt Truths of the Goſpel; that requireth a 
lawful authority to call them to it, and reſts much upon the 
eſtabliſhment, or not eſtabliſhment of the Doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel by the Laws of this or that place: But there is another 
way of defending the Truths of the Goſpel by our blood, and 
that is in a way of Martyrdow, patiently and chearfully ſuffer- 
ing even death it felf, rather than to deny the truths of the 
Goſpel : This is every Chriſtians duty, by vertue of his Baptiſm. 
The very term Sacrament originally fignified an Oath that Soldi- 
ers took to their Prince, or Captain General, to fight, or ſpend 
their blood under his Command and Conduct; and the giving 
of this name to theſe two great Ritual Inftitmtions, ſignifies the 
duty of a Chriſtian that is baptized, to fight under Chriſts co- 
lours, and to reſiſt unto blood, fighting againſt fin. 

4. Finally, There is a duty incumbent upon all baptized per- 
ſons, to be continually mortifying of ſin, and keeping under their 
body, and making no proviſion fer the fleſh, to obey it in the Iuſts 
thereof : For (aith the Text) 4s many of 1 A are baptized into 
Chriſt, are baptized into his death : and we are buried with Chriſt 
by bapriſm into death. The import of both which phraſes, I have 
at large before opened to you, ſhewing you, that they ſignifie 
this ingagement laid upon us. 


Inſtract. 3. We may from hence infer, What dr „ 
ured, Apoſt ate wretches, the moſt baptized perſons are; plain Re- 
negado's from thoſe colours under which they were liſted, in 
the day wherein they were baptized. Shall 1 reckon them up 
to you, that you may ſee the difference betwixt Chriſtians in 
name, and Chriſtians in deed. "A 


1. What do you think of thoſe who deny the Lord that bought 
them ; that blow a Trumpet, and lay, What portion have we in 
David, or in the ſon of Feſſe ? What will you ſay to them who 
deny that Chriſt is the Eternal Son of God, equal with the Father; 
that have mage ſhipwrack of their faith in Chriſt. as God, or the 
only Savi Redeemer of the World? Was this the faith 
mto which they were baptized ? | 


2. But 
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+ 2. But how many more are there, who are not in this black 
bill of Heretichs and Apoſtates , but yet refuſe to come to Chriſt, 
that they might life ; to lay hold on him, and make applica» 
tion of his redemption > By their baptilm they were ingaged 
when they ſhould come to years of diſcretion, to lay unto 
Chriſt, Thou art our Lord, our Saviour, and the guide of our 
youth; and we, as the Embaſſadors of the Lord Jelus, have be- 
ſought them in Chriſts ſtead, to be reconciled unto God; and 
have not ceaſed from day to day, with all the arguments we 
could uſe, and even with tears to intreat them to be reconciled 
unto God ; yet they live at enmity, and in open rebellion and 
diſobedience to the great Precept of the Goſpel. They in their 
Baprilm ingaged that they would take the Lord Jclus Chriſt to 
de their ſpiritual husband ; they are now grown up to years of 
diſcretion : One is married to his Luſts, another is married to 
the World ; many live in a total ignorance of the Goſpel 3 many 
more in a deſperate unbelief of it, in a negleR, if not a con- 
tempt of Gods way of ſalvation : The Lord makes a weddin 
feaſt, he ſends to invite men to it: One hath married a wife, 
and cannot come; another hath bought five yoke of oxen, and 
hath not tryed them &. Every impenitent ſinner is maimed 
unto one luſt or another. 

3. How many are there, who by their Baptiſm are obli 
to defend and maintain the intereſt of Chriſt and his Goſpel, 
whoſe work it i to per ſecute the Image of Chriſt, wherever they ſee 
, and ſet themſelves in a direct oppoſition to thoſe Truths, In- 
ſtitutions, and perſons who have any thing of the image and ſu- 
perſcription of Chriſt upon them ? 

4. Finally, What ſhall we ſay to thoſe who live in the con- 
ſtant practice and indulgence of thoſe luſts, which by their baptiſm 
they were ingaged to mortifie, and dye unto ? In ſhort, not 
only every perſon that is erroneous in Doctrine, and a ſtiff 
maintainer of any Propoſitions contrary to the fundamental Do- 
Arrine of the Goſpel 3 not only perſecutors and open enemies 
to the Croſs, and Goſpel of Chriſt; but every one that abideth 
and goeth on in his unbelief; or who indulgeth himſelf in any 
unmortified luſt, is before God, by reaſon of his Baptiſmal De- 
—_— Vow, a ſacrilegious, perjured and Apoſtatized per- 
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 Infira, 4. And from hence (in the next place) will the 
righteouſneſs of God appear, in throwing multitudes of baptized per- 
ſons into that lake which burneth with fire aud brimſtene. The 
Jews of old were wont much to glory in two things: 1. That 
they bai Abraba to their Father. 2. That they were of the 
Circunciſian, and looked upon others that were not circumciſed 
as, accurſ:d, Our Saviour, Fobn the Baptiſt, the Apeſile Paul, 
Matth. 3. John 8. Rom. 2 ( as you will find) were put to take 
a great deal of pains, to beat them out of theſe vain and empty 
confidences ; I am afraid that we have too many that are apt to 
flatter themſelves with the name of Chriſt, and that they are 
called Chriſtians, and are baptized into the name of Chriſt. 
Luther complained that there were many that did but erepare 
Cbriſtum, make a vain boaſt of Chrift, ——Fattant fu not & nowine 
vana Catonum, What ſaid oba Baptiſt to the Fews ? Think not 
to ſay within your ſelves, We hav: Abraham to our Father, Mat. 30. 
What doth Chriſt ſay ? Fehn 8. 39. If you were Abraham ſeed, 
you would do the works of Abraham But now you ſeek to . 
This _— Abrahaw, What ſaith St. Paw! to — — — 
Circumciſian, Rom. 2. 25 For circuncifien verily eth, if t 
keep the law , but of thou be a breaker 75 law, thy circumciſion 
% made uncircumciſion. v. 28, 29. For he is mot a Few that is one 
outwardly : neither is that circumciſion which is outward in the fleſh. 
But he ts a Few who « one inwardly : and circumciſion is that of the 
bears in the ſpirit, w'oſe proſe 1s not of men, but of Ged.: and 
Phil. 3. 2, 3. Beware (ſaith he) of the conciſion;, he means the 
Zews, the circumciſion 3 he calls them the conciſion, becauſe of 
the ruffle and rent they made in the Church of God; For (faith 
he) we are the circumciſion which wor ſhip oi in the ſpirit. Alas! 
poor creatures, here will be your jadgment, your condemnation 
will be aggravated from this, That you were beprezed, and ſo 
under a folemn dedication to Chriſt under a tolemn vow to be his 
diſciples: and this vow of God you have broken; this Oath you 
have fatished z you were bound to God, and you are run away, 
and brake your bonds, and caſt the cords behind you- Shall the 
Maſter be juſtified that fends his Covenant-fervant that runs from 
him, or negled ; his buſines, to Bridewel ? Shall the General be 
juſtified, which hangs up the Soldier who runneth from his co- 
louts ? and ſhall not God be juſtified in condemning thouſands ol 


bap- 
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baptized perſons, whole lives are but a continued apoſtacy ? God 
would be juſtified in it as Creator, for your not living up to the 
law of your Creation: but how much more when you have in 
Baptiſm dedicated your ſelves to him, and made a folemn vow to 
be his ſervants ? 


Inſtrutt. 5. From hence you may obſerve, That there 11 4 
great difference to be put betwixt per ſons baptized : Some are Bap 
rized with Water; others not with water only, but with the 
Holy Ghoſt alſo, and with fire: ſome have been baptized only 
with a Miniſterial Baptiſm , others have been baptized allo wi 
a true, effectual, ſpiritual Baptiſm : ſome have been baptized i 
the name of Chriſt, or into Chriſt only in a large ſente 3 others 
are baptized into Chriſt in a true, ſpiritual and fie ſenſe, And 
this brings me to a ſecond Ute, 


Uſe 2. Which ſhall be of Enquiry, Whether we be baptized 
into Feſus Chriſt yea or no? Multitudes (as you have heard) have 
been baptized, that in a true, proper and ſpiritual ſenſe have not 
been baptized into Chriſt, but you will tay, how ſhall we ever 
ſatisfie our (elves in this point? I pray obſerve my text, and the 
parallel text to it, Gal. 3. 27, In that text you will find theſe 


words, As many of you 4s bave been baptized into Chriſt, have pur 


on Chriſt, In this text you have it, As many of ws 4s have been 
baptized into (rift, are baptized into bis death : We are buried 
with Chriſt by baptiſm into death. The phraſes of the text | have 
fully opened: but let me {peak a word or two to the other phraſe, 


As many of w (laith the Apoſtle) as have been baptized into Chriſt, 


bave put on (briſt. We meet with the phrale in other texte, 
Rom. 13. 14, But put you on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Eph. 4. 24, 
you read of putting on the new man, which after God i created in 
righteouſneſs and holineſs : and Col, 3. 10. you have a phraſe much 
like it: But pat you on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteonſaeſs and holineſs : and Epheſ. 6, 11. you read of putting 
en the whole armour of God, Chriſt and his Graces, in theſe texts, 
ſeem to be fet out to us under the notion of a garment , Rev 6. 
11. you read of white yobes that were given to the Saints: and 
chap. 7. 9- of a great multitude, to whom were given white robes, 
and palms, St. John, v.13. asking what they were who were ar- 
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rayed with white robes had anſwer, That they were thoſe who had 
waſhed their robes white in the blood of the lamb. In ſome confor- 
mity to this, God ſpeaks, Exck, 16. 10. I girded thee about with 
fine linnen. Now R ev. 1g. 8. the fine linnen is the righteouſneſs 
of the Saints ; not our own righteouſneſs, which is of the law : bur 
the righteouſneſs which is of God, even the righteouſneſs wech is of 
God through faith in Chriſt, Phil. 3. 10. and the Church owns, 
that her righteouſneſs was as a mepſtruous cloth, and as filthy 
rags; but Ferem. 23. 6, he (Chriſt) is the Lord our righteouſ- 
neſs. So then, to put on Chriſt, is to put on the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. This is put on, 

1. For our Juſtification. It is the Righteouſneſs of God (in 
the Goſpel ) revealed from faith to faith, that is ſpoken of 
Phil. ;. 10. | 

2, For our Santtification; not that we are todo nothing, but 
(as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) that we might be compleat in him; and 
Rem. 8. z. that the Righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk, not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. This now 
more generally, but more particularly: Doth any one ask me, Sir, 
how ſhould 1 know whether I have put on Chriſt, or no? 1 
anſwer, 

1. If thin haſt put on Chriſt, thou haſt ſometime before diſcerned 
thy ſoul to be naked: It is Gods act to put us on Chriſt ; and what 
God doth of this nature, is all in Charity: He hath commanded 
us, Luke 14. 13. When we make 4 feaſt, to call the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, and the blind; not our rich neighbours, v. 12. leſt they 
bid u again, and makes ns 4 recompence God will not be recow- 
penced lor his acts of grace; he feeds the hungry, and cloatheth 
the naked, the rich he ſends empty away. The proud Phariſee is 
too well cloathed in his own opinion, for the Lord to put him on 
Chriſt, and his rcbes. 

Again, Though the putting on ( briſt be Gods act as to Impata- 
tion of Chriſts righteouſneſs, and the acceptation of u in the be- 
loved : yet it is allo our All, in reſpect of the exerciſe of our faith 
no ſoul will wear the garment of another, that hath a fit and de- 
cent one of his own; we naturally ſcorn to be beholden to any. 
God therefore firſt cauleth the ſoul to ſee that it is naked, and 
to complain of its nakedneſs; then he putteth Chriſts robes upon 
it. Did you ever diſcern that- you were naked? Were you ever 

truly 
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truly ſenſible, that you wanted a rigbrrowſneſ7, a garment of righ- 
teou'neſs to appear in before God another day, leſt you at that 
day ſhould walk naked, and men and Angels ſhould ſee your ſhame ? 
if you did not, you may be confident, that you never yet put os 
Chriſt, nor were in x ſtrict ſpiritual fenſe baptized into Chriſt, 

2. If you have put on Chriſt, you haue put om him alone. The 
Children of God ſhall never ſtand before him another day in 3 
parti-coloured coat : Chriſts robes will not go over another gar- 
ment, nor be ſtitched together with our rags. It is a piece of new 
cloth that muſt not, cannot be ſown to an old garment : This is 
the Papiſts vanity, they would ſtitch up their own works with 
the robes of Chrilts righteouſneſs, and both together ſhall make 
up a righteouſneſs for them to appear before God. The good 
Chriſtian may be reſembled to one of you Weavers, who arc hard 
at work all the week long, but never put on a piece of your own 
making, A good Chriſtian is always hard at work, and worki 
the work of —_— praying, hearing, faſting, ſerving Gol 
in the works of his general calling, and of his particular relation 
with his utmoſt diligence and faithfulneſs : but when he hath 
done, he ſaith, Lord, let not this be my clothing, I dare not ap- 
pear before thee in theſe things! Lord, put me on Chriſt ! help 
me to put on Chriſt! Let me, ſaith the Apoſtle, Phil. 3. 9. be 

found in him, not having my own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, 

but that which is through the faith of Chriſt , the righteouſneſs which 
5s of God by faith, He that hath put on Chriſt, faith (as Eſau to 

his Brother) to all the Angels and Saints, I have enough, my bre- 

thren, I have enough, keep what you have unto your ſelves : 
nay, he faith to his own Soul, I have been waſhed in Ferdan, I: 
need not my own Abans and Parphar, he will fee aneed of his 
own work, as to ſalvation, and the judicial diſcharge of him at the 

laſt day (if men will call that Juſtification) ; but not as to re- 
miſſion of fins, or the actual Juſtification and Acceptation of his 
Soul by, and before God, in this life ; he makes his boaſt of 
Chriſt, and rejoyceth in him, and hath no confidence in the fleſl, 
Phil. 3 3. Thus much as to the putting on Chriit as to Juſtification. 

As for the putting on Chriſt, with reference to $ .nCitication, let 
me add a few notes, by which we may judg of that. 

3. He that hath thus put on Chriſt, bath put bim on, not only 
fer. bis upper, but for his inward garment : Ac is not 1 

bo Y) 
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body only, but throughout, in mind, and is ſpirit ; he doth not 
only offer up his body as a living ſacrifice, holy, and acceptable 
anto Cod, but he is transformed through the renewing of bis mind ; 
he hath not only a demure countenance, an holy look, or tougue, 
but his thoughts are in a great meaſure holy, his will, his affecti- 
ons are holy, with allowance to ſuch infirmities as atrend even 
the b.ſ of Saints; he (faith the Apoſtle) & 4 Jew, that is one 
inwardly; ſo he is a Chriſtian that is one inwardly. St. Paul 
delighteth in the Law of God after the inward man, Rom. 9, 22, 
Many put on a face, and outward appearance-of Religion: The 
Phariſees, Lake 11. 39. wade clean the out ſide of the cup and plat- 
ter: but our Saviour tells them, that their inward part was ful 
of ravening and wickedneſs, So many are outwardly very fair and 
religious, but inwardly they are vain and filthy; had you a win- 
dow into their hearts, there you would ſee vain, and idle, and 
ſinful thoughts; and thoſe not rare, and crouded in 3 but frequent, 
conſtant, and ſeaſting their Souls A blind underſtanding, a will 
ſtubborn and rebellious againſt the will ot God, eſpecially if croſs 
to their natural bias, inclinations, and humours, or inteteſt ; 
ſenſual and carnal affections not ſet on heaven and heavenly things, 
but meerly feeding on earth, and earthly things. 

4. If you have pat on Chriſt, you bave put off what is contrary 
anto him, Rom. 13. 12. Let wu therefore (ſaith the Apoſtle) ca 
off the works of darkneſs, and put on the armonr of light. Eph. 4. 
22. eAnd be you renewed in your mind, that you pat off, concern- 
ing your former conver ſation, the old man, which it corrupt accord- 

i to deceitful luſts, v. 25. Wherefore pntting away lying, ſpeak, 

every man the truth to his neighbour. v. 26. Be you angry, 
ſin not. v. 28. Let hin tha: hath ſtallen, ſteal no more, &c. v. 29. 
Let no corrupt communicatie : proceed out of your month, but that 
which is good to the uſe of ed fying, that it may miniſter grace to 
the bearers, v. 30. Grieve not the holy Spirit, &c. v. 31. Let all 
buterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking 
be put away from you, with all malice, and be you kind one to ano- 
ther, tender hearted, &c. Col. 3. 8. But now you alſo pat off all 
theſe, anger, wrath, malice, — 4 filthy commanic ation out of 
your month v. 9. Lye not one to another, ſeeing you have pat off the 
old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man, which is 
created in knowledge after the image of bim that created him. This 
1s 
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is to be baptized into the death of Chriſt : This is the picture of 
him who hath put on Chriſt, | k 


5. Who ſo bath put on Chriſt, bath put n both. bis robes, and 
bis ſackcloth, and crown of thorns. As there is a dying to in, fo 
there is a living to righteouſneſs, in . ſ{qul that hath put on 


Chriſt: As he puts off what I ment fore, ſo he alſo puts 
on, 45 one of the elect of God, holy, and beleved, bowels of mercies, 
kindneſs, bumbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long- ſuffering 1 he. for: 
bears others, and forgives others, if he hath a quarrel againſt 
any, even as Chriſt forgave him: ſo alſo doth he, he puts on Cha. 
rity, which is the bond of perſectneſs; the word of Chriſt dwel- 
leth in him richly, in all wiſdom z he doth all he doth in the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whether in word or deed, giving thanks 
to God, and the Father by him, Col. 3. 11, 12, 13,14, 15,16, 1). 
He puts on habits of univerſal righteouſneſs, and holineſs, which 
the Apoſtle calleth the Inge of God; he puts on mweekneſs and 
patience in luffering z Being reviled, be revileth not again: be 1 
led as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and 44 4 ſheep before the ers, be 
openeth not his mouth, &c, 


6. He who hath put on (briſt, bath put on the whole armour of 
God: It all goes along with Chriſt to a ſoulz ſuch a foul ſands 
with its loins girt about with truth, having on the breaſt-plate of 
righteouſneſs, and us fret ſhod with the preparation of the Goſpel of 
peace: He takes the ſhield of faith, whereby he is able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked: he takes the helmet of ſalva- 
tion, and the ſword of the ſpirit, which is the word of God, & 


7. Finally, If the ſoul hath put on Chriſt, its face, its gar- 
wents will ſbine : That foul will look like Aoſes when he came 
from the Mount : Its light will ſhine before men, that they ſhall 
ſee its good works. How beautiful muſt that ſoul be, that is 
cloathed with light, as with a garment ? Its faith, its holineſs, 
its humility, its meeknels, will be everywhere reported of. If now 
you find theſe things in you in ſincerity, and in ſome meaſure, 
though not in the perfection of degrees, you may conclude- you 
are baptized into Chriſt, becauſe you have put on the Lord Jetus 


Chriſt, 4 a 
F Uſe 3. 
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| Uſe 3- I ſhall ſtand once more on this foundation, and give 
you a few words of Exhertation , with which 1 will conclude. 
1 hall ſpeak, 1. to you that are Parents 2. To you that are Chil- 
Arn, or who have been baptized while you were Children. 
3. To all in general, whether Parents, or Children. 

Firſt, I ſpeak unto you Parents. I have two words to ſpeak to 

you, upon occaſion of this diſcourſe. 1. That you would be very 
grave and ſeriozs when you bring your Children to this great Or- 
dinance of God. It was indeed one of the ends | propoled to my 
fell, in ondertaking this diſcourſe, to correct that woſul levity 
which 1 generally obſerve in this moſt grave and weighty action. 
And here, were | in a Congregation proper for ſuch a diſcourſe, 
would beſeech brethren in the Miniſtry, to reſtrain that 
— and defultory levity that is ſo ordinary in this Admi- 
niſtration, by their more grave and thoughtful performance of 
this part of their Miniſtry. I perſwade my ſelf much of this hath 
been vecafioned by that groundlels fancy, That Baptiſm is neceſſary + 
ro ſalvation; not only by a neceſſity of procepe (as the fulfilling of 
every command of God is neecſſary), and by a wereſſity of rhe- 
man; as it is a divine mean, which in its ſenſen, and under due 
circumſtances, we ought not to negle& (we freely grant both 
theſe) ; but ſo neceſſary, that by it ng is certainly 
waſhed away, and without it 4 child canner be ſaved ;, which is 
that which I call a groundicſs fancy, if not a RKefigue of Poprry. 
It is true, we have no certain time fimited for Boproaſm, To give 
you my opinion in the eaſe : The beſt argument we have for 
Hifent- Baptiſm, is the Analogy betwret Cirommeifien and Baptiſm, 
they being both ſeals of one and the fame Covenant of grace, 
which is not ſtraitned under the —— God 
preſcribed the Cighth day as a certain time for (re „yet 
were not the Jens tyed to the eighth day under undue cireum- 
ances. All che while the people were travelling in the Wider- 

— "els, which was forty years, there were no Children cireum- 
eiſed , as you may rad Joſh 5. 5,7. 1 would fain know how 
Beptiſe is more neceſſary to the ſaluation of Chriſtians, than Cir- 
-wnciſion was to the ſalvation of the Jewiſh Children? I am ſure 
they were both ſeals of the ſame C] ant the contempt of an 
'Drdinance of God, that is damnable ;, but the of ir, under 
usdue ( ircumſtances (as ſuppoſe the ficknels of the child, c&c. — ä 
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far from being ſo; it may be our duty, that the Ordinatice of 
God may de more gravely, and thoughtfully adminiſtred. But 
from that Popiſh opinion of the abſolute neceſſity of Baptiſm to ſal- 
vation, and the efficacy of it as a work done, have riſen many 
abuſes and prophanations of this holy Ordinance of God. Hence 
came up the practice of Aidwives baptizing, which held amongft 
vs till King James his time: hence the ſlighty and perfunctory 
adminiftratron of this Ordinance by roo many at this day. For 
my. own part, ſuppoſing other due circumſtances to concur, | 
ſhould not omit the baptizing my child beyond the Eighth day : 
Nor on the other fide fear, that if due circumſtances did not 
coacur, the delaying of it longer. Put this is but a digreſſion. 
Let me beg of you that are Parents, with all feriouſncts 

and gravity, and due —— you do, to bring your 
Children to this moſt facred Inſtitution. Remember that 
in it you preſent your Children before the Lord; you dedicate 
your Children unto the Lord. What a great action this is ! Wha: 
gravity, reverence, fcriouſneſs, deliberation is ſufficient for ſuch 
an action! With what fear ought the Lord to be ſerved in ſuch an 
action! 
2. The ſecond thing which I would call to you for, ſhall be 
a faithfulneſs to your children whom you have ſo dedicated ta God. 
Your child knoweth not what is done unto it; it knoweth not 
that it is baprized ;, that it is ſo dedicated to Chriſt z that ſuch 
an Oath of the Lord is upon it; it knoweth of no vo that it 
— made; — it is engaged f you 
ve brought it r this engagement. If now you ſhall not 
tell the child its ſtate , what — have done as to * under what 
a Vow and Oath of God or have brought it, but it ſhall give 
up it ſelf to the ſervice of the Devil, and live contrary to its 
moſt ſolemn ingagements : your child ſhall periſh, but ſhall not 
its blood be required at your hands? When God fell upon A- 
Jes, and had like to have killed him in the Inn, for not circum- 
ciſing his child, it is ſaid his wife Zipperab, in a paſſion, cut of 
the childs forechin, and threw it at Moſes, ſaying, A bloody bus- 
band baſt thou been to me, becauſe of the circumeiſion, How many 
thouſand children hereafter, will throw the very coles of Hell at 
their Parents, and ſay, Ah! Bloody Fathers, bloody Mothers, 
have you been . Baptiſm ! you dedicated us 
F 2 
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to God, when we were Children; we lived with you ten, twenty 
years, and you never told us of it, but let us run into thoſe fins 
which have brought us into theſe flzmes: you brought us un- 
der a ſolemn Vom and Covenant to God in our Bapti/m, and ne- 
ver told us what you vowed or ingaged for us; we never heard 
a word from you of our Baptiſmal-vows ;, if we had, we ſhould 
probably not have violated them, as we have done: Bloody, damn- 
ing Parents have you been to us! Thus much ſhall ſerve for 
what I have to ſay to Parents. 


Br. 2. I ſpeak to you that are Children. That which I haye 
to lay to you, is, Remember you. have been baptized into Chriſt, 
That you have been by your Parents dedicated to Chriſt, and 
are under a vow to be his ſervants: Remember that you have 
vowed the profeſſion and defence of his truth, the acceptance of 
him as your Lord and Saviour, an adherence to him, a living up 
ro his law, being baptized into bis death, and buried with him by 
baptiſm into death. It may be ſome of your Parents never minded 
you of this: I now tell you of it;; andindced I have ſometimes 
thought, that one end of Gods inſtituting us Minitters, hath been 
to ſupply the defects of Parents, and Maſters of families, in this 
debaucht and declining age of the world. Le: all therefore 
hearken to me this day; I ſuppc ſe I ſpeak to none but have been 
baptized inte Chriſt, in the larger ſenſe, is de, into the Name 


of the Father, the Son, and the Hely Ghoſt : And if ſo; If your | 


Parents have forgot to tell it you, or neglected their duty, 1 
tell it you; you are. all dedicated unto Chriſt, yea, and God hath 
accepted you ʒ for he hath bidden us, Go and baptize in the Name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt +. We have baptized. you 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. What follows 
hence? You are ſacred perſons, nat ſanctiſied in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
hut ſacred in a ceremonial ſenſe, in which ſenſe all the Fews were 
© called an holy people and the Apoſtle faith, 1 Car: 7. 14. our 
children ate not unclean, but holy ; ſanctiſied ceremonially, exter= 
nally, ritually, that is ſet 4 part for God; ſa:tified, as the Tas 
bernacle, the Temple, the Veſſels of the Temple under the Jaw. 
were larnftified. I tell you again, that you are under a Yow-and 
Cover art, to own the profeſſion of Chriſt, and to defend it, to ag= 
See of Chriſt as the, Saviour of, the World, as your Sayjour,in 


par- 
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particular ; to commer all your. ſpiritual concerns. unto lim, to thue 
to Chriſt, not to luſts, not to the world: as to theſe things, you- 
were buried with Chriſt by baptiſm into death Do not think to evade 
this, by ſaying it was none of your own act; your parents did it, 
you did it not: It is in the power of parents to ingage you in a 
debt (by the laws of men), to which all the eſtate you inherit by 
them, {hall be lyable for payment, though there be no antece- 
daneous obligation upon you from the law of God, to pay ſuch 
debts. It is in your parents power to diſpoſe of you in Marriage 
in your Nonage y and before God you. will be bound, when of 
age, ſo to diſpoſe of your elves, unlets you can give à ſufficient 
reaſon tothe contrary... As. to God, it is in your parents power 
to render you obnoxiousto his wrath and juſtice, fo as for their 
fins, you ſhall aniwer as far as your lives and eſtates go, though, 
indeed, they cannot withour a guilt of your own, ſubject you to 
the eternal wrath of God: your prrents have, a to this, dedica- 
ted you to God to be his ſervants ; they have brought you under. 
the Vow and Oath of God, to be his ſervants, to own, profeſs and 
defend his Goſpel, and the truths of it; to accept of the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt as the Saviour of the World, as your Saviour, and 
ſpiritual-huvband, to live unto him, in diſclaiming the ſervice of 
luſts, and of -the world. Take heed now: of Sacriledge, Per jury, 
and exFpeſtacy.. A looſe leud life, contrary to the Gotpel; brings 
you under all this guilt, and ſuhjecteth you by the righteous God. 
to be dealt withall as ſacrilegious perſont ; who being holy, have 
ſtollen away your ſelves from the {ervice of God, and robbed 
God of his right, as falſe and perjured perſons , who have ſworn 
your ſelves unto God, and have violated the Oath of God upon 
you: As Apoſtatized perſons, who have put your hands to the 
Lords plow, and have drawn it back again, There is yet a time 
for you to repent, and to remember the kindneſs of your youth, 
and the love of your Eſpou/ais. O neglect it not: To day, White” 
it is called to day, harden not your hearts through /mpemtency 3 
nouriſh not unbelief in your Souls: Return, you Shulamites, re- 
turn. Remember from whence you are fallen, and how the Oe th 
of God preſſeth you: Let io baprized perſon go Con to the pit, 
that will but add oyl to the fire that hall never go out. It will 
he more tolcrable fogan unbaptized T ark or Indian, than for a bay+ 
t'zed Chriſtian, in the day of judgment, if he ſtands at the Judges 
leſt hand in that day. Hr. 2. 
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Br. 3. Laſtly, 1 (peak to you all, Aden, Brethren, and Fathers, 
1. Labour to ſer your ſelves baptizedints ( bref yon are all bap- 
tized in the name of Chriſt, but reſt not here. Give your Souls 
no reſt, until you find that you are baptized into Chriſt, that you 
have put en Chriſt ; how you may know that | have ſhewed you 
that yap are concerned in it, will appear from the in/ignificency 
( as to your eternal ſtate ) of Water- Baptiſm. O think not that 
the poxring, or — of a little water upon your face, can 
waſh away the (tn of the foul : Beg of God, that you may be 
born again of water , and of the ſpirit ; without chick, out Lord hath 
told you, you can never enter inte the Ki of Ged, that you 

be baptized wwh the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire, burning up 
the dregs and drofs of luſts and corruptions, which Water-Bapts/m 
' leaveth in every ſoul. Nay, remember, your Water- Batiſi with 
out this, will be but as the Water of jealouſie to the guilty woman, 
as Gods water of Witneſs, the more to confound your fouls to 


all erernity. 

2. Let all perſons reflect on their Raptiſ Let the unconverted 
reflect upon it, and ſtudy it, to ingage them to faith and repen- 
tince, becauſe of their Oath and —— in Baptiſm to do it. 

t 


Let the corverted refleft nem it, a rength from it, more 
to dye ante fin, and to live ante righteouſneſs, remembring, the 
were baptized into Chriſt, baptized inte his death, and buried wt 


him by baptiſm into death. But this is enough to have ſpoken on this 
— God give his bleſſing. 5 
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